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TRINITY SUNDAY 30 May 2021 Talk by John White

To-day is Holy Trinity Sunday when we think of the Triune majesty. of God.Father,Son and Holy Spirit.

In the past we might have said Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

And I am reminded of a Vicar’s little boy whose budgie had died — he told his mother that he was going to bury it
in the garden. A little later she opened the kitchen window to hear the little chap saying, with all SINCERITY. In
the Name of the Father, and of the Son and INTO THE HOLE HE GOES !!!

T'have heard it said on good authority that the TRINITY is one of the most difficult subjects for preachers, And of
course I am not qualified to preach anyway — so I shall merely share some thoughts with you about this important
festival.

The Trinity has always been virtually disregarded by the Secular Society. Could it be do you think that is because
unlike Easter Monday and formerly Whit Monday, there is no bank holiday on Trinity Monday?

Alittle girl — So the story goes was absorbed with paper and crayons drawing something. (it was obviously before
the days of television and computers) “What are you drawing today then”™?

Her mother asked. “GOD” was the short reply! Slightly shocked her mother said “But you can’t draw God, darling
— No one knows what God looks like” “Well, they will when I’ve finished”

said the little girl- and went on with her drawing.

A small boy was often late coming home from school, His parents grumbled at him- but it made no difference — in
fact he just got later. One day they had had enough and warned him that he must be home on time that night! But
0- Yes you guessed ~-LATE again! His mother met him at the door and said NOTHING. Father met him in the
dining room and he said NOTHING. So far so good. BUT-BUT when they sat down to eat shortly afterwards the
boy looked ay his plate

1 slice of bread — and a glass of water. He looked at his father’s full plate of dinner, his mother’s and his sister’s
full plates of dinner. And he looked back at his own plate. Father remained silent for a few minutes. After the full
impact had sunk in — father quietly took the boys plate and placed it in front of himself — and he took his own full
plate of meat, potatoes etc. — put it in front of the boy and smiled at him. When the boy grew up to become a man
he said this.

“ All my life I’ve known what God the Father is like by what my father did that night”

On Earth we cannot see GOD THE FATHER. So God sent his SON, That HE might veil His splendour in flesh an:
show people how the UNSEEN GOD feels and acts. Remember in the Christmas Carol WE SING. VEILED IN
FLESH THE GODHEAD SEE. HAIL THE INCARNATE DEITY, We see how God felt towards children, when
Jesus said

“Suffer the little children to come to me.” We see the compassion of God when we see Jesus stirred by human
suffering and especially in the death of his friend Lazarus. We see how God is touched by the sight of earthly
troubles, when Jesus stilled the storm, when the disciples were on the lake in a boat. We see the mercy of God
when Jesus speaks forgiveness to sinners.

We see Gods love when we follow Jesus to the cross for his willing sacrifice. To know Christ is to know God the
Father. Jesus said to PHILIP. “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father”.

And of the Holy Spirit. . Last week, Whitsunday, we thought about the coming of the Holy Spirit to the disciples,
enabling them to go out and preach about Jesus.. The prayer used by Bishops to Confirmation candxdates conclude
with, 'that they may continue yours for ever and daily increase in your Holy Spirit more and more” More and More
You see — if we are filled with the Holy Spirit and we do lots of loving, caring and forgiving. We are giving OUT
and we shall need TO BE REFILLED. So the Holy Spirit is an on going gift — we shall need REFILLING. I once
heard a preacher say that a member of his congregation took him aside one day and said to him. Vicar you keep on
praying to be filled with the HOLY SPIRIT Why’s that?

The Preacher said — Because I LEAK! So be filled with the HOLY SPIRIT. It is not something that happens just
once. It can and should happen AGAIN AND AGAIN. We need to go on being filled with GOD himself The Hol
Spirit is the 3™ person of the HOLY TRINITY. He is the PERSON of GOD. If we are constantly being filled, but
are never overflowing, there is something WRONG because . The streams of LIVING WATER that Jesus
promised St. John. 7 verse 38 ) Are meant to FLOW OUT OF US and not stagnate within us !! We have all
received gifts that we can use in helping to fulfil the Great Commission to make disciples for the Kingdom. So we
have 3 Divine realities to underpin our Christian life. The Infinite care of GOD THE FATHER. The wonderful
kindness of CHRIST, THE SON. The strong help of the HOLY SPITIT. Did I say 3. . Then I am wrong —

For the 3 are 1. The HOLY TRINITY-FATHER, SON and HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN.




